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Dear Reader: 

Attached for your review and comment is the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for 

the Sonoran Valley Parkway (Parkway) for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Phoenix 

District Office, Lower Sonoran Field Office.  This DEIS was developed in accordance with the 

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the Federal Land Policy and Management 

Act of 1976, implementing regulations, the BLM’s NEPA Handbook (H-1790-1), and other 

applicable laws and policy.  The BLM prepared this document in consultation with several 

cooperating agencies, including the Arizona Department of Transportation, Arizona Department 

of Game and Fish, Arizona State Land Department, Flood Control District of Maricopa County, 

City of Maricopa, and Maricopa Association of Governments; and takes or took into account 

public comments received during the scoping effort.  The DEIS is open for a 45-day review 

period beginning the date the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency publishes the Notice of 

Availability of the DEIS in the Federal Register. 

The DEIS is not a decision document.  Rather, it is a document that will inform the BLM’s final 

decision on whether to issue a ROW grant.  The DEIS is being released to inform the public and 

interested parties of potential impacts associated with implementing Goodyear’s proposal, as well 

as alternatives identified by the agencies.  The BLM is seeking comments on the DEIS to 

establish the adequacy of the document so that it can prepare a Final Environmental Impact 

Statement (FEIS). 

This DEIS has been prepared to analyze the potential impacts of granting a Right-of-Way 

(ROW) to the City of Goodyear for the purpose of constructing and operating a proposed two to 

six-lane, 15 to18-mile Parkway.  The proposed Parkway would run from Goodyear to Mobile in 

Rainbow Valley, Maricopa County, Arizona, to connect residents of the annexed lands of 

Goodyear’s Sonoran Valley Planning Area near the community of Mobile for fire, police, and 

emergency services.  The total length of the proposed Parkway would depend on the Alternative 

and/or Sub-alternative selected and authorized by the BLM. The proposed Parkway would be 

built in three phases of two lanes each.  The timeframe for the phased construction would be 

determined based on current and future growth in the area.  The majority of the proposed 

Parkway would be located on the BLM lands administered by the Lower Sonoran Field Office, 

as well as on private and Arizona State Land Department lands.  The public lands within the 

proposed Parkway area are managed under the BLM’s Lower Sonoran Resource Management 

Plan. 

 



 

 

The public was first provided a 45-day scoping period at the beginning of the DEIS process to 

identify potential issues and concerns associated with the Proposed Action.  Scoping comments 

were used to help develop alternatives to the Proposed Action to guide the analysis of potential 

effects from the project, and to identify potential mitigations for inclusion in the DEIS.   

The DEIS analyzes three Action Alternatives and two Sub-alternatives in addition to a No Action 

Alternative.  The Sub-alternatives were developed to avoid a historic homestead site near the 

southern terminus of the proposed alignment in Mobile at State Route 238.  The BLM has 

identified a modified Proposed Action, Alternative A, including Sub-alternative G as the the BLM 

Preferred Alternative route for the proposed Parkway, including best management practices and 

mitigation measures.  Alternative A and Sub-alternative G have been identified as the BLM 

Preferred Alternative because these alternatives represent the greatest combination of resource 

protection measures that would fulfill the BLM’s mission and responsibilities.  It is anticipated 

the proposed Parkway, if constructed, would provide the BLM with improved  management tools  

by enhancing opportunities to  control vehicle entry into the Sonoran Desert National Monument 

from innumerable, unplanned primitive roads and wash vehicle route networks. 

The BLM is seeking comments on the DEIS to establish the adequacy of the document so that it 

can prepare a Final EIS.  Comments will be accepted for 45 calendar days following the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency’s publication of the Notice of Availability in the Federal 

Register.  All timely comments, received on the DEIS will be considered in the preparation of the 

FEIS, currently scheduled for release in Fall 2013.  All substantive comments and information 

submitted will be summarized and addressed in the FEIS.  Substantive comments are ones, that 

with reasonable basis: 

• question the accuracy of the information in the DEIS;  

• question the adequacy of, methodology for, or assumptions used for the environmental 

analysis; 

• present new information relevant to the analysis; and 

• present alternatives other than those analyzed and cause changes or revision in one or 

more of the alternatives.    

Comments that are not substantive generally contain only opinion or preferences, but will be 

considered and included as part of the decision-making process.  They will not, however, receive 

a formal response from the BLM.  Comments that are not considered substantive include the 

following: 

• comments in favor of or against the Proposed Action or alternatives that do not include 

reasoning that meets the criteria listed above; 

• comments that only agree or disagree with BLM policy or resource decisions and that do 

not include justification or supporting data that meet the criteria listed above; 

• comments that do not pertain to the project area or the project; or 

• comments that take the form of vague, open-ended questions.  



 

Your review and comments on the content of this document are critical to the success of this 

NEPA process.  If you wish to submit comments on the DEIS, we request that you make your 

comments as specific as possible.  Comments will be more helpful if they include suggested 

changes, additional sources, or alternate methodologies, and if they reference a section or page 

number.  

Comments may be submitted electronically to: BLM_AZ_SVPP@blm.gov.  Comments may also 

be submitted by mail to: Sonoran Valley Parkway Project, ATTN: Kathleen Depukat, Project 

Manager, Bureau of Land Management, Phoenix District Office, 21605 North 7th Avenue, 

Phoenix, Arizona, 85027-2929.  To facilitate analysis of comments and information submitted, 

we strongly encourage you to submit comments in an electronic format. 

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying 

information with your comments, please be advised that your entire comment, including your 

personal identifying information, may be made publicly available at any time.  Although you 

may ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public 

review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.  

Public meetings to provide an overview of the document, respond to questions, and take public 

comments will be announced through public notices, media releases, the BLM internet site, 

and/or public mailings at least 15 days in advance.  Public meetings will be held in Goodyear and 

Maricopa, Arizona.  

Copies of the DEIS have been sent to affected federal, state, and local government agencies and 

American Indian tribes, many of whom have been involved either as cooperating or consulting 

agencies.  Copies of the DEIS are available for public inspection at the BLM Phoenix District 

Office at the above address.  In addition, the DEIS can be viewed at libraries in the following 

locations: 

 

Avondale Civic Center Library 

  11350 West Civic Center Drive 

Avondale, Arizona 85323 

Phone: (623) 333-2602 

  

Sam Garcia Western Avenue Library 

495 East Western Avenue 

Avondale, Arizona 85323 

Phone: (623) 333-2665 

  

Goodyear Branch library 

250 North Litchfield Road Suite 185 

Goodyear, Arizona 85338 

Phonie: (602) 652-3000 

  

 

 



 

Maricopa Public Library 
41600 W. Smith-Enke Road, Building #10 

Maricopa, Arizona 85138  

Phone: (520) 568-2926 

  

You may also access the document on the Internet at:  

http://www.blm.gov/az/st/en/prog/lands___realty/svpp-eis.html  

 

Thank you for your continued interest in the Sonoran Valley Parkway.  We appreciate the 

information and suggestions you contribute to the EIS process.  For additional information or 

clarification regarding this document or the EIS process, please contact: Kathleen Depukat, 

Project Manager, telephone 623-580-5681 at the above address; email kdepukat@blm.gov. 
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Abstract 

This Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) documents the analysis of potential environmental 
impacts of the City of Goodyear’s (City) proposed Sonoran Valley Parkway (Parkway). In February 
2008, the City submitted an application for permanent right-of-way (ROW) to the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) for the construction and operation of an approximately 15- to 18-mile-long Parkway 
(the length depends on the route alternative and/or sub-alternative authorized by BLM). The Parkway 
would be constructed in phases, beginning with a two-lane Parkway, with expansions to a four- and six-
lane Parkway. The timeframe for the phased construction is unknown.  

The application to BLM indicates the request for a 250-foot-wide ROW. Temporary construction 
easements and access roads for construction and staging will also be needed; these will be located within 
the 250-foot ROW. The 250-foot ROW width is proposed for the two-lane Parkway (Phase One) and 
temporary construction areas and also for the potential expansions of the Parkway into a four-lane  
(Phase Two) and six-lane (Phase Three) Parkway. Some areas of the proposed Parkway alignments and 
alternatives are located on either private or Arizona State Land Department (ASLD) land. Private lands 
will be obtained by the City through fee purchases and easements. An identical ROW easement would be 
requested from the ASLD for any portions of the proposed Parkway that would cross ASLD lands.  

This Draft EIS describes the physical, biological, cultural, and socioeconomic resources in and around the 
proposed Parkway. The Draft EIS considers the impacts of three alternatives and two sub-alternatives, 
including the “No Action” Alternative. The focus for the impact analysis was based on resource issues 
and concerns identified during public scoping conducted for the proposed Parkway and by BLM 
Interdisciplinary Resource Team specialists. 
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